FINANCIAL RUIN

blow to her pride. "With all the unreasonable passion of a
woman, she refused to listen to Bernis' arguments. On Decem-
ber lyth of that year she wrote to Kaunitz: CI hate the con-
queror more than ever ... let us pulverize the Attila of the
North. . . / Four days later, after the news of yet another
defeat, she wrote: '. . . every lofty soul braces itself against
disaster. . . . Such is my manner of thinking, Monsieur le
Comte-----'

So with high-sounding heroics in the vein of Corneille's
heroines, she closed her ears to the angry groans of mothers
who had lost their sons, of wives who had lost their hus-
bands: she expected to find in the nation all the desperate
determination which she herself had displayed for so long in
the maintenance of her own favour, and Bernis talked in vain.
Tortured by the uneasiness of an honest man who sees him-
self involved in his country's ruin, he wrote: 'It seems to me
that I am Minister for Foreign Afiairs for Limbo/ Of his
effect on Pompadour he said: 6I excite a little quickening of
the pulse, then lethargy sets in again: she looks with her great,
sad eyes, and everything is said/

It was finally the financial situation which brought Bernis*
panic to a crisis. In June 1758 he obtained from the Comp-
troller-General a communication on the state of finances. Hor-
rified, he rushed to Pompadour and told her that they were
bringing ruin on the whole nation, and that all the present
disgrace would be imputed to them both. Pompadour flew
into a frightful rage to find Bernis, hitherto so docile, sud-
denly showing a will of his own. He threatened to retire unless
she managed to persuade Louis to end the war. She said it was
very ungrateful of him to speak like that after all the favours
he had received.

When Louis came to see her, she treacherously did all she
could to undermine his trust in Bernis: in this she was so
successful that when Louis came to the Council meeting he
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